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Kamada Shohei, Ron Gomboc, Takahiro Hirata and Akiho Tata with one of Takahiro 
Hirata’s sculptures. 
Long before Sculpture by the Sea, there was “Sculpture by 
the Swan”. 

The annual Gomboc Gallery Sculpture Survey, run by Ron and Terrie Gomboc on their 
4.5ha Middle Swan property, is the only one of its kind in WA. 

The launching pad for the careers of many WA artists over the past 32 years, the 
exhibition this year showcases works by sculpture students at Edith Cowan University 
alongside those by more established local, interstate and international artists. 

Among the more than 100 sculptures on display are those of 22 ECU students ranging 
from first to third year. For many of them, the Sculpture Survey is their first exhibition. 



First-time visitors to the exhibition could be be forgiven for thinking that Sculpture by 
the Sea has been transplanted to the site after wrapping up at Cottesloe in March. 

Gomboc Gallery has become something of a haven for sculptural refugees from 
Cottesloe, including Wendi Zhang’s 2015 people’s choice prize-winning flock of bright 
red flamingos and works by Naidee Changmoth, Ron Robertson-Swann, Michael Le 
Grand, Benjamin Storch and Takahiro Hirata. 

“A lot of these works are in transit,” Gomboc says. “So they don’t come here to die, you 
know what I mean? 

“Most of the sculptors, whether they are national or international, or even local artists, 
create large works for Sculpture by the Sea. You need to make large works to have any 
kind of impact on the sandy beach. If they don’t sell, the artists often have nowhere to 
put them. 

“We have been very lucky in a sense that we have a huge space now that we have 
cleaned up and the sculptures look really good in this environment. So they are not just 
thrown into boxes and put into storage.” 

Works from overseas artists, if they don’t sell in Perth, often extend their Australian 
stay at Sculpture by the Sea in Bondi or vice versa, Gomboc says. 

Hirata, whose smooth, bevelled stone works resemble ancient weapon heads, is one of 
several invited Japanese artists in the survey as part of Gomboc’s ongoing international 
artistic exchanges. 

Also included are South Australians Nicholas Uhlmann, Lee Salomone and George 
Andric. South Korean artist Jina Lee, who relocated to Perth in 2013, is represented by 
her bulbous and flowing carvings in cold stone curves. 

Between creating public art commissions and works for exhibition at home and abroad 
(he is a stalwart of Sculpture by the Sea in Cottesloe and Bondi), Gomboc has worked 
extensively to improve his property as a showcase for sculpture — landscaping the 
grounds, erecting walls and installing plinths and platforms for displaying the artworks. 

He jokes that when he complains to his wife Terrie that he is tired, she tries to make 
him feel better by telling him to go and stand at the front of the property to look back at 
what he has achieved. 

“But what I do, I go down there and go ‘Oh shit, I’ve gotta do this, I’ve gotta do that’. 
All I can see is more work,” he says. “I am very fortunate to be doing what I love, 
which is to share the passion of promoting sculpture. We want to keep going as long as 



we can but it all depends on health and the other things that happen on the journey of 
living. When you get to 68, nothing is for sure.” 

The 32nd annual Sculpture Survey is at Gomboc Gallery Sculpture Park, 50 James 
Road, Middle Swan, until June 28. Details: gomboc-gallery.com.au 

 


